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THE INDEPENDENCE OF HUNGARY. 


THERE was a time when the Jews, neither individually nor col- 
lectively, dared publicly to manifest their opinion on the politics 
of the day; when their Christian neighbours considered it high 
treason for a Jew to publicly speak or write even on such politics 


as immediately affected his own condition; when, indeed, the | 


Jews themselves took so little interest in their own_ political 
elevation, that they quietly submitted to all the disabilities under 
which they laboured, to all the persecutions which they suffered, 
and to all the degradat.ons to which their oppressors subjected 
them with impunity. No wonder that we were reproached with 
apathy and supineness; no wonder that our enemies attributed 


this timidity of ours to political indifference, and to the worship of 


Mammon, which they asserted (and with great plausibility, too) 
so much absorbed our whole existence, that there was no room in 
our hearts, and no space in our minds, to feel for, and to think of, 
anything but pelf. Such was the miserable condition of the 
Jews, under whatever government they resided, not many decen- 
niums past; and such was the political servility which formerly shut 
the mouth of the Jew, and blunted his pen. A new era, however, 
has within late years dawned over Israel’s political horizon. The 
light of liberty, which has broken through convulsed Europe, has 
penetrated the Jewish dungeon; it has emancipated the Jews in 
Prussia, Austria, and other German states, and permitted their 
mouths and their pens to give vent to the long-suppressed though 
ardent feelings which glowed within their breasts. From the 
lofty senate hall, from the confined press-room, aye, from the 
sacred pulpit of the synagogue, Jews have recently proclaimed to 
the world that their “ ambition is made of sterner stuff” than that 
of accumulating gold; that their silence was not indifference, but 
fear; and their quietness not supineness, but timidity. Their 
active co-operation in the vindication of the people’s rights, the 
sacrifices of gold and of blood which they offered on the shrine of 
liberty, were a practical refutation of the calumnies propagated 
against their sense of justice and liberality, against their loftier 
aspirations, in common with, if not higher than, their Christian 
brethren. 

Fifty-two thousand Jews are now fighting in the ranks of the 
brave Hungarian army for liberty and civilisation, and not one 
Jew is to be found serving under the Austrians (though there are 
myriads of Jewsin Austria Proper, Gallicia, Bohemia, Moravia, 
and Transylvania), not one has taken up arms in the unholy 
cause of despotism and tyranny. An Hungarian Jew, who, like 
Moses, “‘ went out to his brethren, and looked on their burdens,” 
no sooner heard, in the United States of America, that the 
Hungarian campaign had commenced, than he shipped himself 
to Bremen from New York, proceeded to the rescue of his 
fatherland, and has earned golden laurels in the victory which he 
achieved over the Austriavs two months ago. We allude to 
General Danneberg, a Jew, who has signally defeated Welden’s 
overwhelming corps. It is therefore most gratifying to us, and 
it will be hailed with joy by the Jews of Hungary and their co- 


religionists all over the world, who warmly sympathise with the | 


| 


struggle for Hungarian independence, that Alderman Salomons, 


| a Jew, has this week volunteered to preside over a meeting in 


i 


her, and by the efforts of a foreign invader. 
- undertaken the responsibility of appearing here as chairman to-day where 
this merely a question between the subjects of a country, even under op- 
pression, and their legitimate rulers. 
freemen of a free state to sympathise with freemen (cheers), and by a peace- 


favour of the Hungarians, a meeting which, as regards numbers, 
influential attendance, and glowing enthusiasm, has rarely been 
equalled, never surpassed. It was not a “packed”’ meeting, 
‘‘got up” for the purpose of making a show, but it was an an- 
tutored demonstration of the sympathies of the citizens of London, 


including noble lords, merchants, bankers, common-councilmen, . 


members of Parliament, men differing with each other in political 
questions, but all agreeing in the object of the meeting,—securing 
independence to Hungary. I[t was a glorious meeting. Long 
before the chair was taken, the body of the large room, the 
platform and gallery, were crowded to excess. No sooner had 
hundreds left, than a dozen times the number, who were waiting 
in the lobbies, crowded to the animating scene. The outbursts 
of cheers and app!ause which followed the mention of the Hun- 
garian champion, Louis Kossuth, and of the brave General Bem; 
and, on the other hand, the yells and hisses of indignation which 
greeted the names of that portion of the press which has prostituted 
its sacred calling by its duplicity and venality, clearly demonstrated 
the public feeling on the question involved in the Hungarian 
war, or rather defence. Even the eloquent advocates of peace, 
such as Cobden and Alexander, admitted the holiness of the 
Hungarian war of defence; and they invoked the meeting not 
to support nor countenance the Austrians, and their barbarous 
ally Russia, in that unhallowed war now waging against an ill- 
used, noble-hearted people. The chairman said :— 


This meeting is not called for the purpose of upsetting thrones, or dis- 


- seminating violent doctrines, so as to excite people against their rulers. On 
_ the contrary, it is called to speak for an independent nation, now sought to 


be put down by the misrule and illegality of another nation connected with 
(Cheers.) I would not have 
No one can deny that it becomes the 


ful demonstration, such as this, to give a spur to public opinion. ( Cheers.) 


After a just deprecation of the disgraceful part taken by the 


leading journal on the Hungarian question, Mr. Salomons con- 


tinued :— 


I have thought it right to state thus much, in case any one here should 
hesitate or doubt whether I was right in asking the meeting to come for- 


_ ward to-day, and declare their opinion in favour of Hungarian independence. 
- (Hear, hear.) Will any one ask, What is the value of opinion? I think the 
present state of Europe is the best answer to that. 


(Hear, hear.) It is our 
duty, therefore, seeing a nation like the Hungarians struggling for their 
independence, and striving to prevent their liberties being put down by 
Russian and Austrian bayonets (hear, hear), to come here to-day as freemen 
and Englishmen, as men of high feeling, and morality, and religion, and to 
protest against that wholesale slaughter which we see going on in Europe, 
against the burnings, and firings, and floggings, aye, the foggings of females, 
too (groans, and cries of “ Shame!’’); it is our duty loudly to enter our 
protest against these atrocities, and to put the pressure on our government 
to induce them to interfere in such a manner as to put a stop to these 
outrages on religion, philanthropy, and humanity. (Cheers) There is 
another view of the question—a very low view—but yet one which in this 
great metropol’s ought not to be left out of consideration. We have 
decreed in this country, by the voice of the Imperial Parliament, the freedom 


JEWISH 


« » 


| 
¥ 
3 
7 
a 
? 
7 
| é 
} 
4 
{ 
q 
ri 


4 


wey 
A 


JEWISH CHRONICLE. 


of commerce and of navigation. Our interest, therefore, lies in the freedom 
of states throughout the world. (Hear, hear.) The freedom of Kurope is 
to us a matter of great concern (cheers); and, unless care 1s taken, we may 
have a partition of Hungary as there was a partition of Poland. (Hear, 
hear.) 


Mr. Alexander, who followed, remarked, in the course of his 
speech— 


As a friend of peace, he felt they were called on to give expression to their 
feelings in reference to the unjust and cruel war now waging by Austria and 
Russia against the Hungarians. (Cheers.) Seeing the important influence 
which public opinion exercised on passing events, it was surely essential 
that the City of London should express its opinion on the circumstances to 
which the attention of the meeting would be called. Looking at the history 
of the last fifty years, especially at the long war waged during a considerable 
part of that period, and which the Prime Minister had lately declared to 
have been wholly unnecessary (cheers), he was more than ever convinced 
that it was the duty of the people of a free country to express their opinions 
with reference to that desolating scourge—war; and especially when it was 
waged in a most iniquitous and unjustifiable manner. (Cheers. ) 


Mr. Cobden, M.P., then made a speech characteristic of that 
practical and business-like manner which distinguishes the cham- 
pion of free trade and of financial economy. After exposing the 
fallacy of the notions of Russia’s gigantic power and inexhaustible 
resources, and laying bare the true state of her finances and of 
her armies, the honourable gentleman said :— 


Now we come not here to interfere with foreign countries, or to make a 
crusade against foreign finances, till those nations have violated the princi- 
ples of neutrality, and outraged the rights of independence. Therefore do I 
proclaim these facts, and will proclaim them; and I dare Russian agents 
here to contradict them. (Cheers.) Again I repeat it, stop the supplies ; 
do it, not only for the interest of Hungary, but of the Russians themselves. 
(Hear, hear.) Keep them at home; they have plenty to do in their own 
econntry. There is abundant scope for them to deepen their own rivers, to 
drain their own morasses, to elevate the condition of their own people. 
(Cheers.) This is what | want them to do, and not to enter on a crusade 
against an unoffending people. It is, therefore, from motives of humanity, 


and from our interest in the struggle of a noble people for its liberties, that 
we appear here to day. (Cheers.) 


Mr, Cobden’s exposure of Russian affairs evidently displeased 


the Russian spies in the room, who boisterously interrupted him; 
when Mr. Cobden said :— 


We may be asked, How can you bring moral force to bear on these armed 
despots ? I willtell you. We can stop the supplies. (Cheers.) Why, 
Russia cannot carry on two campaigns beyond her own frontiers without 
coming to Western Europe fora loan. (Hear, hear.) She never has done 
so; she has never moved an army of 30,000 men without being either sub- 
sidised by England, or borrowing money at Amsterdam. I have had many 
opportunities of ascertafning and knowing the state of Russia, having 
recently paid a visit there, when 1 wenta little behind the scenes; and I tell 
you Russia cannot carry on two campaigns in Hungary without coming to 
borrow money in Western Europe, or robbing the bank at St. Petersburg. 


A ery of ** Question” was heard; but the honourable gentle- 
man would not be intimidated, and he emphatically exclaimed— 


Why, that must be a Russian agent or spy, for this is the question. 
(Cheers.) The Russian party bere and abroad would rather that we should 
send the Hungarians cavalry and batteries of cannon, than that I should 
direct your attention to these facts. (Hear, hear.) In 1829 Russia was at 


war with Turkey, and after one campaign she was obliged to apply to Hope 
and Co., at Amsterdam, for 40,000,000 florins. (Hear, hear.) In 1831, 
when the Poles rose in insurrection against Russia, she could not carry on 
that war of nine months without contracting a loan; and I remember a 
paper of the day speaking of that particular loan, as called in London “ The 
Polish Murdering Loan.” (Cheers.) Now, | want to know, as a member 
of the peace party, if we cannot do something to prevent Russia or Austria 


from raising a loan in Western Europe again. (Cheers. ) 

We hope and trust that Mr. Cobden’s advice will be followed 
by the leading members of the Stock Exchange, in not counte- 
nancing any effort to contract a loan for Russia to carry on the 
disgraceful campaign; and all the friends of liberty must join 
with us in the hope that no Luropean banking house will, under 
present circumstances, grant another loan to the tyrannical govern- 
ment of Austria, The * merchant princes” ought to show that 
they can sacrifice profit, however large it may be, on the altar of 
freedom and conscience. 


Mr. Ralph Bernal Osborne, MP. who next addressed the 


\ 


meeting, bestowed a just encomium on the great leader, Louis 
Kossuth, for the principles of religious freedom which formed so 


great a feature in his policy. After giving the details of Kos- 
suth’s interesting career, the honourable member said :— | 


Now, what were the reforms proposed by Kossuth in 1848? The Lower 
Chamber, of which he was a member, and which was similar to the House 
of Commons, abolished all class privileges, abolished the right of the people 
to give a certain number of days’ labour to the state and to the magnates, 
reduced the amount of taxation, extended the suffrage, and equalised all 
creeds. (Cheers.) And what was the consequence of this? He united all 
the numerous races which constituted the inhabitants of Hungary, so that 
even the Jews, who formed a large portion of the population, had shed their 
blood in the cause. (Cheers.) Only the last month an Austrian tyrant 


hung a gentleman of that persuasion at Raab. 


Mr. Osborne concluded with the following sentence :— 


He appealed, then, to the citizens of London, by the bombardment of 
Vienna and Pesth, by the apostles of commercial freedom—for the tariff of 
Hungary was free, whilst the tariff of Austria was exclusive—he appealed to 
them as the lovers of constitutional government—for Hungary had a free 
parliament, and the Hungarians were all enfranchised— he appealed to them 
as the haters of war, and of the cruelty which flogged ladies at Presburg. 
(Cheers.) He appealed to them for all these reasons to express their sym- 
pathy with the Hungarian cause, and to render assistance to those unfor- 
tunate refugees who had been compelled to come to this country. He 
appealed to his hearers, as Christian men, to give not only their sympathy 
but their assistance, according to the best of their means, to Hungary, and 
to show their detestation of the proceedings of Austria and Russia. 


Lord Nugent, Lord Dudley Stuart, and Mr. Richard Taylor, 
common-councilman, also spoke at great length in favour of the 
Hungarians. The last gentleman dwelt particularly on the spirit 
of religious toleration which had always guided the Hungarians, 
whose first act of legislation was proclaiming equality, and no~ 
distinction on account of religious differences. 

Mr. Monkton Milnes, M.P. (a Conservative), Mr. J. Cassell, 
Mr. F. Mowatt, M.P.,and Mr. G. Harney also spoke. A petition 
to both Houses of Parliament, proposed by Mr. F. Mowatt, was 
unanimously adopted; and, after a vote of thanks to the worthy 
chairman, and a collection for the Hungarian soldiers now in 
England, the mecting terminated amidst loud cheers for the 
success of the Hungarian nation. 

The Jewish public are under an everlasting debt of gratitude 
to Mr. Alderman Salomons for presiding over the meeting; for 
the present struggle between Hungary and the allied forces of 
Austria and Russia not only involves the question of Hungarian 
liberty in general, but that of Jewish liberty in particular. Let 
us remember, that not many years since the Jews in Austria were 
but ‘‘schutzjuden ”’ (Jews tolerated), for that they had to pay a 
poll-tax (toleranz-steuer); in some parts they had exclusively to 
pay a tax on the meat, and even on the extra candles which they 
burned on the Sabbath! Their marriages were restricted to a 
certain number every year. They were taxed for sleeping, for 
eating, and for drinking, and for every human movement. 
Thanks to the political.revolution of 1849, these odious restric- 
tions are abolished. The government did not grant the Jews 
emancipation, the people enforced it. The tyrant Windischgratz 
revenged himself upon the poor Hungarians, and levied on them 
contributions and fines, under which the Jews are still smarting. 
What, then, have the Jews to expect from a reaction which is 
sure to come, if the Austrians should be victorious ? What have 
they to expect if the barbarous invaders, the Russians, succeed in 
defeating them and settle there ? The Russians are well known 
for their dislike to leave the countries in which they once set 
foot. A dozen of studiously tyrannical ukases would soon follow; 
and, knowing as we do how the “ mild” Emperor of Russia treats 
his own Jewish subjects, we must be prepared for a repetition of 
those dreadful acts of extirpation and refined persecution which 
the autocrat has practised against the Russian Jews. Exile and 
slavery, or massacre by thousands, will be the fate of the Hun- 
garian Jews who take part in the present struggle for liberty, if 
the Russians conquer. Poll-taxes and candle-taxes will be re- 
estabiished if the Austrians subdue Hungary. Weare, therefore, 


| as Jews, deeply interested in the Hungarian question; we know 


| 
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- 
which way our efforts and our prayers ought to be directed, and | as everything else appertaining to the Jewish church and schools, — 


we conclude with the following remarks of Count Ladislas 
Teleki.* 


Whatever may be the end of this struggle —the result of so many intrigues 
and broken pledges on the one part, and of so much loyalty and devotion on 
the other—it was our duty to state for what we are fighting. It was neces- 
sary to show where the right lies, and what is the interest of Europe in this 
war. AS conquerors, our object will be for the future, as the advance-guard 
of civilisation, to defend the principles we have rescued; as conquered, for 
expiation, we shall leave to Europe the pain of seeing the people retrograding 
towards the darkness of the past, and Russian absolutism, which every day 
extends its bounds, raise itself above our ruins, in order subsequently to 
overthrow liberty in the West. For it is only in passing over us that<the 
Cossacks will fulfil the prophecy of Napoleon. 

This thought animates us as we descend into the array of battle. We 
feel that we are, for a portion of the world, the champions of liberty; that 
all that is noble and generous ought to fight with us. Our national history 
tells us what blood our fathers have heretofore shed for the safety of Europe. 
We are prepared for the same sacrifices, and we glory in seeing our country, 
now as then, serving the cause of civilisation, even by her sufferings. Con- 
fident in the sanctity of our cause, we accept the war that is declared against 
us, which we have not provoked. May Providence decide the victory ! 


JEWISH CHARITIES OF AMSTERDAM. 
(Continued from page 315.) 


Tue Jews throughout Holland enjoy every privilege; every religion 
is protected ; and theological prejudice is unknown. Unbounded 
liberty of conscience is the Hollander’s creed ; bigotry and per- 
secution are in oblivion, and all party distinction is unheard of. 
‘We are citizens of Holland—let us agree to differ,” is the 
Dutchman's argument; and well would it be for England were 
she to emulate his conduct. The Jews are equally eligible with 
their fellow-citizens to offices of honour and emolument, whether 
civil or military, the only oath required of them being that of 
allegiance to the king and state. ‘They sit in parliament, they are 
judges in civil and criminal courts, and amongst them are eminent 
councilors and lawyers.. They are also inspectors of weights 
and measures (which is an office of great trust), in the commis- 
sion of the excise, police, etc.; and in all they discharge their 
duties with the greatest credit to themselves and satisfaction to 
the nation.? | 

Although they have filled these offices for some years, it has 
not in the least tended to depreciate the Jewish religion, which 
stands firm on the orthodox principle. On the contrary, the 
government will not countenance any innovations,® it fully ac- 
quiescing in the present mode; although among the great number 
of Jews there are some who are heterodoxly inclined, and openly 
avow it, but only within the threshhold of their own doors, for 
when they become the directors of Jewish institutions, these are 
the very persons who are the greatest sticklers for ultra-ortho- 
doxy. The Jewish customs in their locality are protected by the 
magistrates, and are not allowed to be interfered with. 

If any bequest or legacy is given or left by Christians for the 
poor in general, the Jews participate in a share (i. e. a sixth part), 
which is dispensed according to Jewish observances. A short 
distance from Amsterdam, a Christian bequeathed that any per- 
son passing that spot in winter should have a loaf of bread and a 
mug of coffee given to him, but that a Jew should not receive the 
same unless he washed his hands and said grace according to the 
Jewish custom ; and every Jew applying must conform to this 
regulation. 

The Hollandish Jew takes a great interest in education; but 
this also comes under the notice of the government, and, as well 


* “ The Case of Hungary Stated.—Manifesto published in the name of 
the Hungarian Government, by Count Ladislas Teleki.’”’? London: Effingham 
Wilson. 

1 See Jewish Chronicle, No. 41, July 20th. 

2? Some time since a few persons attempted to induce the government to 
alter the Jewish ritual from its present form; the matter was referred by 
the States to the Jewish ecclesiastics, who returned them for answer that 
such alterations would be incompatible with the Jewish religion. The bill 
was thrown out. 
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receives a stipend from the state, which appoints a board of com- 
missioners to regulate and watch such institutions, and no person 
can hold a clerical situation, not even a schoolmaster’s, without 
undergoing a rigid examination, and proving himself fully quali- 
fied for such undertaking. He must also be a native of Holland. 
Besides the commissioners there is also an inspector-general, 
who pays promiscuous visits to the different educational establish- 
ments throughout Holland, without any of their functionaries 
being apprised of it, and examines the pupils; he reports progress 
to the commissioners, who confer with the minister of state. 
Every encouragement is given to the working-class of Jews to 
obtain an honest livelihood, and even royalty itself sets the 
example; for the late king, as well as the present, particularly 
patronised Jewish tradesmen. Indeed, so great an interest does 
the king take in the welfare of the Jews, that, at his coronation, 
on the 12th of May last, the Jews of the Hague built a triumphal 
arch. Prince Frederick, the king’s brother, was so well pleased 
with the undertaking that he presented four very handsome poplar 
trees towards it. As the king passed through the arch, which 
was most brilliantly illuminated with Hebrew quotations, an 
address was presented by a deputation of Jews, which so highly 
delighted His Majesty that the next day he forwarded 300 
cuilders towards defraying the expenses incurred, which were very 
politely returned. Upon this he requested to be informed whether 
he could grant them anything else; and the Jews having replied 
that as there was no place near their locality where they could 
recruit their health on Saturdays or leisure days, and if some spot 
could be appropriated to that purpose it would be very desirable, 
His Majesty ordered part of his own park, called the Princess's 
Tuin, a most extensive and beautiful spot, to be opened on Satur- 
days, etc., and that one of his best military bands should play for 
four or five hours for the particular benefit of the Jews. | 
The schools are open to persons of every grade of society, and 
the infant schools for the humbler classes are particularly attended 
to, The mode of edueation adopted in this branch is of a ye 
simple but interesting kind, nearly approaching to the Englis 
system. The free-schools, both for boys and girls, are well 
worth noticing. They have separate establishments. Tie boys’ 
school is located in the Rapenburger-straat, where from seven to 
eight hundred are educated in the Hebrew in the morning (which 
is called Godsdienst), and in the vernacular tongue in the after- 
noon. ‘There is a room for every class; and, by a very peculiar 
system, in a few days after the pupil's first entering he can com- 
mence reading, The teachers are forbidden to use the Jewish 
dialect, and are confined to instruct in the Hebrew and Hollandish 


only, and the Christian master attends all day to see the regula- — 
| tions are adhered to. 


Every department must complete its pupils 
in the class for which it is appropriated, and the master would be 
rigorously censured was he to discharge any boy from his care 
before he was fully qualified to enter the next room. Thus from 
room to room the pupil ascends in his education, till in the last, 
or top room, he is fully completed in every branch which this 
establishment affords, viz., reading, writing, history, geography, 
grammar, etc., and from this school he can be sent out to the 
finishing-school, the Seminarium or minor college. 

The girls’ free-school is upon the same system as regards 
education ; but at the age of thirteen they enter different depart- 
ments to become sempstresses, and as they progress in improve- 
ment they enter the different rooms, until they are perfected in 
dress-making and every sort of useful needlework. Wa 


(To be continued.) 


Tue ARRoGANcE or Ricnes.—Theodore Parker compares 
some men who grow rich by trade, and thereupon assume a 
superiority over their fellow-men, to cabbages growing in a violet 
bed: “ They smother the violets, but are, after all, nothing but 
cabbages.”—Pawnbrokers’ Gazette. 
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HEBREW AUTHORS AND THEIR OPPONENTS. 


By rue Rev. Aprauam De Sova. 
(Continued from page 321.) 


We shall not attempt to reply to these charges, nor shall we seek to 
disprove them by adducing any of those defences which Jews have so 
ably and plentifully produced. No; we will rather let one of our ad- 
versaries speak for us. We will produce in refutation what one of the 
most violent of the modern opponents of Jews and Judaism has been 
obliged to confess in relation to Jewish learning and Jewish authors ; 
and then we cannot be accused of prejudice by those who, unacquainted 
with the writings of the Rabbies, are yet accustomed to speak dis- 
paragingly of them. ‘* Rabbinism,” says Dr. M Caul,' “ possesses as 
many monuments of genius and intellect as any other system what- 
ever. The Rabbinical writings are also well calculated to train and 
exercise the understanding. The mere circumstance that they all 
exist in Hebrew or Chaldee, accustoms the Jewish mind at once to a 
learned language, and necessarily forces upon it some idea of philo- 
logy. The Talmud, which may be looked upon as a vast congest of 
canon law, abounding with the most subtle distinctions and disputa- 
tions, sharpens the intellect to the utmost. The study of the Talmud 
has the same effect that the study of law generally has. But the 
Talmud does not monopolise the Jewish mind. Many devote them- 
selves to the commentaries on the Scriptures, particularly to Jarchi, 
Aben-Ezra, and Kimchi. Any one who has ever looked into Rosen- 
muller's Scholia will see that these men are not to be despised ; that, 
on the contrary, for acuteness and accurate knowledge of the Hebrew 
text, they have never been surpassed. Aben-Ezra’s and Kimchi's 

‘Expositions of the Psalms,’ often breathe a genuine devotional 

spirit. Even when they are in the wrong, as they often are, they are 

sure to instruct. Jarchi’s ‘Commentary on the Song of Solomon,’ 

when compared with the attempts of modern German divines, ex- 

hibits Jewish good sense and piety in the most favourable point of 
view. Others read Nachmanides, Bechai, Alshech, Abarbanel, etc. 

Abarbanel appears at once as-a man of first-rate intellect; and 

though a bitter enemy of Christianity, it 1s not possible to read a page 

of his commentaries without being struck with the perspicuity of his 

stvle, and the comprehensive range of his mind. Even a partial 
acquaintance with these authors is sufficient to inspire the most pre- 
hudiced with a profound respect for the Jewish nation on account 
of their intense industry, profound Ilebrew learning, and great 
talents.” 

In what spirit, then, could their traducers have read them? Oh! 
surely, one of prejudice and illiberality. But let us hear farther what 
says Dr. M’Caul. 

“ These are the usual channels into which Jewish thought is 
directed. The Talmud and its compendiums, or Jewish canon law, 
which comprises a certain portion of the principles of political economy, 
ethics, and enough of astronomy to regulate their feasts and calendar, 
which depend upon the moon. Kabbala, or Theosophy. The com- 
mentaries on the Scripture, which include philology, some portion of 
physics, in order to explain the Mosaic account of the creation, history, 
and chronology. Logic and metaphvsics are found more or less in 
ail, but particularly in the writings of Maimonides. Nor are the Jews 
of the present day students only. ‘The Jewish printing presses at 
Slawuta, Wilna, Lublin, Warsaw, and Cracow, send forth a number of 
new works every year. Indeed, whether we look at the Rabbinic 
Jews of ancient or of modern times, we must admit that they are a 
people of ho mean intellectual power. Let any one reflect on the 
Jewish history, and let him remember that for nearly 1,800 years they 
have been an outcast, wandering, persecuted, and oppressed people, 
and he will find it little short of a miracle that the Jews should have 
any literature atall. But when he looks at the extent of that litera- 
ture, its variety, and the noble monuments of industry, genius, and 
intellect, which it comprises, he must admit that there is in the con- 
formation of the Jewish mind an innate love of learning, a native 
nobility, an irresistible elasticity of intellect,? which has enabled them 
beat the pressure of calamity and contempt which 

nreatened to overwhelm them. ‘Titus destroyed their city and tem- 
ple, and Adrian put an end to every hope of political restoration ; 
but neither could destroy the Jewish love of learning, because it was 
inseparably connected with their religious wants. ‘The homeless cap- 
tives soon had flourishing schools of learning. 


S001 The names of Jamnia 
and I iberias, Nahardea, Sora, and Pumbe-Ditha, still attest the power 
of the Jewish mind,” etc. 


' Sketches of Judaism and the Jews, p. 13, 


* What says the author of “ Coningsby” on this subject? It were well 
worth the reader's while to compare. 


— 


We leave it for the reader to decide how far Dr. M’Caul, in the 
preceding extracts, refutes the charges of the Abbé. For our part, 
we repress, for the present, the sentiments which these charges lave 
excited within us, and proceed at once with the task which we have 
assigned ourselves. Yet, before doing this, it may be proper to ex. 
plain that our object in directing attention to Hebrew authors and 
their opponents, is to show how illiberally and unjustly the former 
have been censured; and this we shall endeavour to do, not by pro- 
ducing all that is learned and excellent in their writings, for that were 
impossible,’ but rather, by quoting such passages as have generally 
appeared to lie most open to objection, and which have been stig- 
matised as either false or absurd by their opponents. Perhaps very 
few extracts may suffice for this purpose. We defer, until the com- 
pletion of these, such general observations as the remarks of the 
Abbé Gregoire call forth, since we may hereafter find, if, indeed, we 
are not already assured, that he is but one of a class. 

We commence with the o>y mK max, or “ Cosmography,” of R. 
Abraham Peritsol. 


(To be continued in our next.) 


STUDIES OF THE HISTORY OF LITERATURE IN THE 
| OXFORD LIBRARY. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 
(Continued from p. 330.) 
sayy Sy Syp pry 
by ea ows Sem ova Sonn pay Sys 


mind ond on oD. pat ar Sen. 45 

The sense of this passageis: “ As the north wind, although 
generally the precursor of fine weather, sometimes brings rain, 
and one is obliged to guard against it; so, likewise, angry coun- 
tenances are occasioned by a backbiting tongue, against which it 
is almost impossible to guard ; as the proverb goes, * Do not con- 
fide in still -waters.”” The modern French proverb is, ‘* Jl n'y « 
pire eau, que celle qui dort.”®© The German prcverb is, “ Sti/e 
Wasser haben einen tiefen grund.” The English version is, 
‘* Silent waters run deep.” The old French one cited by our 
author runs thus, ‘* Haus quotrs n’lo crois.”” Quoir is the modern 
quiet. Howell, in his Anglo-French Lexicon, has the same 
orthography. The sense of the passage (Proverbs xxvi. 10) is: 
God has created all, and hearkens to the fools as well as to the 
wise. God also grants a portion to the ignorant and idle; not 
like men, who only employ people who are skilful in their 
business.” 


* And unnecessary also; for sufficient specimens have already been given 
in the English language, among the best of which we may cite “‘ The Hebrew 
Review,” by Dr. M. J. Raphall, of Birmingham, and the learned commentary 
attached to the new translation of Genesis by the same gentleman and the 
Rev. D. A. De Sola, of London. 

ae | regret not having before me the collection of French Proverbs by Le 
Rowe de Lincy, to see whether he gives the proverb in this form. 

7 It is also thus rendered by Moses Kimchi, in his Commentary on the 
Proverbs (in the Bodleian Library, No. 227, Hunt). Compare my observa- 
tons on the same subject in the Literaturblatt of the Orient, No.2. So. 
also, Rabbi Shem Tob. Compare my remarks in the introduction to Proverbs 


in the French Bible by M. Cahen, of Paris (p. 38, No. 22). The rendering of 


a Jacob ben Reuben I have added in the same place to the Hebrew 
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The passage (Job xvii. 2) may be thus translated: “If only the false and 
untrue representations were not with me, and if my eye could dwell on the 
opposite (the truth),’”’ ete. 75m is to be taken in the sense of 725, abiding, 
tarrying; and om Wn is to be taken in the sense of M719, changing. 


This explanation is also given by Joseph Kimchi, in his com- 


mentary®8, 9393353 (Blangint), thus explains this passage: “ Were 
it not for the scorners, and their rebellious talk, my eye might 
dwell in slumber, and I might rest a little.” 39 


mown 


Ibn Kimchi, in his book “53m 450," renders this word “ drapery” used in 
the houses of mourners, and by which the bed is covered, and which also 
hangs down from both sides of the bed. The word mm is like MDW}; it is a 
transposition of letters, and signifies the same as MD, which occurs in 

This interpretation is very singular,*! and appears to be founded 
on a Spanish custom, as Joseph Kimchi was altogether a close 
observer of the customs of the country, which appears from his 
Commentary on Job, from which I shall give some specimens 
anon. 


The word (Genesis xxv. 25) signifies “ red,” and (1 Samuel 
xvi. 12) signifies “fair.” Rabbi Isaac, the Proselyte, explains the *‘.v2"X in 
Genesis xxv. 25, ‘‘a complete man, covered with long hair, like a woollen 
cloak.’”’ If the word ‘v.78 had been derived from Ox (red), what connec- 
tion can it have with M77 %K ¢ 


This interpretation is very singular. 


Kimchi explains the word nm73 (Job xxx. 11) asa compound of and 
(the blossom of thorns), i.e., bad men. J think, however, that the second 
7 in the word is nothing else but the third radical of the verb (Sypn /5) 
doubled, and signifies small blossoms. The sense is, ‘‘ Small branches (or 
children) despise me.” Strictly, according to grammar, it ought to have 
been mrmp, analogous with yxy) (Isaiah lv.13), or mrms, analogous with 


33 This rendering is also mentioned on the authority of Kimchi, in a MS- 
Commentary on Job, also found in No. 265, Oppenheim Collection. The 
commentary emanates from a German author of the middle ages, and is very 
interesting. We shall give some specimen thereof hereafter. 

3’ Menachem ben Shelomo, in his Lexicon, called jm. j2x thus explains 
this passage: — 


In another Commentary on Job (No. 184, Pococke) both renderings are 
combined. 

40 David Kimchi quotes this lexicon in his. 
long since. | 

41 Moses ben Schescheth (nww j2 7v), whose Commentary on Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel is found in the Bodleian Library (Hunt, No. 567), which is the 
only copy known of, and which is also valuable on account of its contents, 
gives the following explanation of this passage :— 


over Saxd mm nonw 


It appears to have been lost 


Ahout this commentary we shall speak more when we come to the lexicon 
—of*yn apr ‘9. The Talmudists use this word generally to signify mourning 
(Treatise Chethubboth, fol. 69), 528 ? What is the signification 
of ?— Mourning.” 


(Proverbs xxvii. 15); but because the vowel a is the broadest, 
and is indispensable with the guttural, it has been at once contracted. 


The interpretation of Kimchi, which our author here mentions, 
is that of Joseph Kimchi, and is found in the afore-mentioned 
commentary. His words are very laconic, and are as follows :— 


David Kimchi, in his Lexicon, mentions this explanation anony- 
mously, and explains it more fully. 


ny span $33 
The expression s7Y7 39M (Jeremiah xlvi. 16), signifies the sword which is 


saturated with blood, and is parallel with the phrase O73 ‘ym rowr ( Deut. 
XXxXii. 42). 

This explanation is most singular. Our author takes i: as 
m3), though there is no verb found in the bible derived from 
(wine). Another form is (Zephaniah iii. 1). It 
signifies lime, and refers to Babel, which is called in the Bible 


Our author explains this word as and the two 
vowels are contracted. 


Job said, “ I am like a hell in the eyes of the people.” The word m5°n is 
identical with (Isaiah xxx. 
Oxford. Lreorotp Dukes. 
, (To be continued.) 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—The difficulty started by your learned correspondents respect- 
ing the etymology of the word 937%, forms, certainly, a very knotty 
question. There is, however, another difficulty presenting itself, 
which has not been noticed ; and that is, whether we are to read 737*x, 
or 937X. In the Chaldee Targums of the Old Testament, as well as 
in the Syriac version of the New Testament, it is read 527%, or 8737>x ; 
but in the Talmud and in the Medrash it is read 5a™x, or 5o>w, 
Strange to say, R. Nathan, the author of the Sepher Aruch, writes it 
2279x ; whilst in two places of the Talmud, as well as in the Bereshith 
Rabba, to which he refers, it is read 5397%, or 227K, and that not only 
in the texts, but also in the comments. Let this difficulty respecting 
its true form be first determined, and then we may safely proceed to 
fix its probable etymology, whether from the Chaldee, the Greek, or 
the Arabic. I remain yours sincerely, 

| Joun OX er. 
Molesworth Rectory, Hunts, July 24th, 1849. 


THE CHOLERA. 
To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,—The present crisis is rather alarming, not only to individuals, 
but to nations. The present crisis is one which will again have a 
‘‘ mourning corner’ in the annals of the world, Its terrors are not 
confined to this British isle. Noj; its destroying qualities stretch far 
beyond our seas. ‘The present crisis is distinguished by that mys- 
terious and monster plague, the cholera. QOvur very blood chills at the 
name; our very hair stands on end, our hearts palpitate, our masculine 
and firm-built nerves tremble, at the bare mention of this hideous 
monster, and we exclaiun, Where is the remedy? or, Is there no 
remedy ? 

But why not ask, Is there no preventive *¢ for we could then answer, 


- 


2 In the Commentary on the Hagiographs (Bodleian Library, Oppenheim 
Collection, No. 625), we read NORD The x 
is the participle of the old French verb imbouer, the modern form of which 
is boueur. | 

'S Joseph Kimchi, in his commentary, thus explains this passage:— 


“ IT have been before in hell. Before others were judged I was judged. 
As in Isaiah xxx.33. The word naw; is identical with men.” According 
to this interpretation the prose reading would be Man). 


dis 


| 

| 
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Be we 
j 


Yes; there is a preventive, if you will only adopt it. We can already 
see faces beaming with delight at this glorious revelation, and eagerly 
inquiring what this preventive can be: ‘ Pray tell us, and we will 
adopt it.” The preventive is within our reach. God in his mercy has 
given it us, so, therefore, it is ours. This ever-existing preventive 1s 
in the Mosaic dispensation. Read on; no idiot tells you this. Whole- 
some diet and cleanliness are recommended by the oldest practitioners 
of the day, and wholesome diet and cleanliness are recommended, or, 
rather, ordained, by our Mosaic dispensation, in a variety of ways 
(which I cannot attempt to give here in detail), but which few attend 
to. Those who have an unflinching confidence in the Almighty God, 
those who are obedient to his behests, can read this calmly. Their 
confidence tells them, RD yan TOR 
23 (No evil shall befall thee, nor any plague approach 
thy dwelling. For he will give his angels charge concerning thee, to 
guard thee in all thy ways.) | 

Where is the man who would neglect the commands of such promised 
protection ? What is the man who throws away such protection for 
worldly gain, alias mammon? Mammon can do nothing in this instance 
(as in many others) ; mammon cannot save us at this juncture. The 
rich and the poor are equally within its grasp. Then why not, O 
Israel, perform the commands of your God, by paying implicit obe- 
dience to his will! Let us not provoke him again to wrath, as our 
fathers did in the days of vore. Remember what the Psalmist says, 
(Harden not your hearts, as in the day of strife and temptation in the 
wilderness : when your fathers provoked me and proved me, though 
they saw my wondrous works.—Psalm xcv.) Therefore let us incline 
to this preventive, which is within our reach, for ** prevention is better 
than cure;” therefore let us study its prescriptions, and we shall be 
protected from the galling appetite of that ugly monster which threat- 
ens mankind. Iam, Sir, yours truly, 

Spy INT 
St. James's Street, Liverpool, July 23rd, 1849. 


To the Editor of the Jewish Chronicle. 


Sir,-——My attention has been called to a letter in the last number of 
the * Jewish Chronicle” respecting a distressing accident which occurred 
in Goulston Square, and as I shall be in London on Monday next for 
a few days en route to Brighton, should a concert be got up to procure 
funds to alleviate the sufferings of the unfortunate individuals, I shall 
feel pleasure in giving my gratuitous services if required, 

I am, Sir, yours respectfully, 


Gt. Brunswich-st., Dublin, Repecca Isaacs. 


July 23rd, 1849. 


MURDER AND DISCOVERY OF THE BODY OF 
Ransr Sotomon Ben 


ya moby 

Tue renowned Jewish poet, Rabbi Solomon Ben Gabirol, who was very 
rich, and greatly esteemed at the court of Ispahan, suddenly disap- 
peared, and no one knew what had become of him. Every inquiry 
Was set on foot, but nothing could be discovered of him, which gave 
rise to a number of strange speculations, Some said he had gone to 
pursue his studies in some secluded cave ; while others went so far as 
to say that, like Elijah, he had ascended to heaven alive ; and numerous 
stories went abroad regarding his sudden disappearance. The 
king, also, was greatly concerned at the event, as the Rabbi was a 
favourite of his, on whom he had bestowed great honours. 

The favours which the Rabbi received from the monarch had aroused 
the jealousy of the courtiers ; one of whom, in particular, conceiving 
he was slighted by the king, and that the poet was the cause of it, 
watched an opportunity to remove him. He gave our Rabbi a strong 
invitation to pay him a visit, pretending to seek his advice on some 
important affair, Having succeeded in decoying him to his house, he 
privately murdered him, and buried his body in a remote part of his 
garden, under a particular fig-tree, which, either from its situation. or 
from the richness of the soil bore fruit some months earlier than the 
usual time, and which was of the most beautiful size and flavour. This 
famous tree became the talk at every nobleman’s table, and at length 
it was named to the king, who was very desirous of seeing some of 
these wonderful figs. He ordered a basket of them to be brought to 
him, with which he was greatly delighted, not only on account of their 
being unusually early, but also because of their luxuriance. The 
owner was almost accused of using supernatural means to produce 


them ; and the king asserted that no private individual was entitled 
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to such a curious plant, and, if it was of natural growth, he alone 
ought to have it. He therefore demanded that the tree should be 
removed to his garden; but this the owner, under some pretence, 
refused to comply with. The king at last learned from him in what 
part of the garden the tree stood, and one day kept him in conversa- 
tion a long time, during which the palace-gardener was ordered to 
remove the tree with the greatest secresy and with the utmost care, 
and to place it in the royal garden, but to substitute one of his own in 
its place, so that the owner might not be aware of the change. This 
order was being executed when a body was discovered buried, which, 
upon inspection, was found to be that of the missing Rabbi, Solomon 
Ben Gabirol. ‘The murderer confessed his guilt, and was punished 
accordingly ; and the body was.disiutered, and buried according to 
the Jewish manner. 
Shalsheleth Hakabala. 


THE JEWS, JUDEA, AND CHRISTIANITY. 


We make another extract from this remarkable discourse, delivered 


to a Christian audience, by our transatlantic and eloquent friend, 
Judge Noah. 


But, my friends, why not ask yourselves the great and cardinal 
question, whether it is not your duty to aid in restoring the chosen 
people, as Jews, to their promised land? Are we not the only wit- 
nesses of the unity and omnipotence of God? Are we not the only 
witnesses of the truth of the Bible, preserved as such by the great 
The predictions of the restora- 
tion of Israel, distinctly intimated by prophecy, are as full as were the 
predictions of our overthrow and desolation. Has not God threat- 
ened and punished, and will not his promises of favour be fulfilled ? 
Has he cast off his people, or has he merely visited their transgres- 
sions with punishment? ‘‘ Behold,” saith the Lord, * I will take the 
children of Israel from among the heathen whither they be gone, and 
will gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land, 
and I will make them one nation, in the land upon the mountains of 
Israel. Then shall they know that Iam the Lord their God, which 
caused them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have 
gathered them into their own land, and have left none of them any 
more there. Neither will I hide my face any more from them, for I 
have poured out my Spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord. 
Thus the redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with singing 
into Zion; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and sorrow and mourn- 
ing shall flee away. Then shall Jerusalem be a crown of glory in the 
hand of the Lord; she shall no more be termed Forsaken, nor her land 
be termed Desolate.” 

In almost every page of the Bible we have, directly and indirectly, 
in positive language and in parables, the literal assurance and gua- 
rantee for the restoration of the Jews to Judea. We have gone 
through the fiery ordeal according to prediction; we have suffered the 
curses, and now await the period of the blessings. The past has been 
dark and dreary, the future is full of hope and splendour. God him- 
self has been our Ruler, our Lawgiver, our Leader, and to this hour 
our true Friend. In the midst of appalling dangers his eye has been 
upon us, his protecting shield has been before us. To us he com- 
mitted the lamp which has illumined the world, and we have held it 
with a steady hand for a light to the Gentiles. 

No, no, my friends ; what would be to us our blessings, our redemp- 
tion, our salvation, without our restoration? Our land is blighted 
with the curse, shall it not enjoy the blessing? It long hath mourned, 
shall it not rejoice ? 

Innumerable are the promises which present themselves wherever 

the eye is turned. ‘The remnant of Jacob,” saith the prophet, 
‘‘ shall be in the midst of many people, as a dew from the Lord, as 
showers upon the grass.” And Isaiah, rapt in the contemplation 
of the glorious future reserved for his brethren of the Jewish Church, 
says, “ Lift up thine eyes round about and see: all they gather them- 
selves together, they come to thee: thy sons shall come from afar, 
and thy daughters shall be nursed at thy side.” 
___ We find the current strong and impulsive in every chapter of that 
illustrious prophet. “And the Lord shall set up an ensign for the 
nations, and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather together 
the dispersed of J udah from the four corners of the earth. Cry out 
and shout, inhabitant of Zion, for great is the Holy One of Israel iD 
the midst of thee.” 

Again: listen to the prophet relative to the restoration and the 
rebuilding of Zion. ‘ Behold, I will gather them out of all countries 
whither I have driven them in my anger, and in my fury, and i 
great wrath, and I will bring them again to this place, and I will cause 
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them to dwell safely, and e shall be my people, and I will be their 
God, and I will make with them an everlasting covenant, and I will 
not turn away from them to do them good, and I will plant them in 
thy land, assuredly with my whole heart, and with my whole soul : 
for thug saith the Lord, Like as I have brought all this great evil 
upon this people, so will I bring them all the good that I have pro- 
mised them. I, the Lord, have called thee in righteousness, and will 
hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of 
the people, for a light of the Gentiles; I am the Lord. That is m 
name, and my glory I will not give to another.”—*“ Fear not, for 
am with thee; be not dismayed, for I am thy God. Behold, all that 
‘were incensed against thee shall be ashamed and confounded. Arise, 
shine, for thy light ts come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee, and the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the bright- 
ness of thy rising.”—‘‘ Whereas thou hast been forsaken and hated, so 
that no man went through thee, I will make thee an eternal excellency, 
a joy of many generations. Violence shall no more be heard in thy 
land, wasting nor destruction within thy borders, but thou shalt call 
thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise. Thy people, also, shall be 
all righteous ; they shall inherit the land for ever. The branch of my 
planting, the work of my hands, that I may be glorified. And the 
sons of strangers shall build up thy walls,and their kings shall minister 
unto thee; for in my wrath I smote thee, but in my favour I had 
mercy upon thee. For the nation and kingdom that will not serve 
thee shall perish, and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse 
them that curse thee.” 

On these unfulfilled predictions, my friends, rests the happiness of 
the human race; and you are heirs to this new covenant, partners in 
the compact, sharers in the glory. Understand these prophecies 
distinctly : they relate to the literal, and not to the spiritual restora- 
tion of the Jews, as many believe. Some think that these prophecies 
were fulfilled at the restoration from Babylon; but chess wer in 


the eleventh of Isaiah, beginning at the eleventh verse, these words : 
*« And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his 
hand again the second time to recover the remnant of his people, 
which will be left (not in Babylon, but) from Assyria, and from Egypt, 
and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from Elam, and from Shina, 
and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea’—the whole world. 

Above all, you that believe in the predictions of your apostles— you 
who believe in the second coming of the Son of F tale. set is he to 


come to? By your own showing, to Jerusalem, to Zion, to the. 


beloved city of hope and promise. Le is, according to your own 
evangelists, to your own belief, to come to the Jews, and yet you 
would convert them here; you strive to evangelise them, in the face 
of all that is sacred in the promises of God and the predictions of his 
peopretss that they shall occupy their own land as Jews. In your 
zeal you forget the solemn, emphatic, brief declaration of your 
Redeemer, which you should remember as the shades of darkness 


draw around you, and the light of morning breaks upon your sight, 
** Salvation ts of the Jews.” 


A CHRISTIAN’S REMARKS 


On tHE DEBATE IN THE HovsE or LoRDs on THE JEws’ BILL oF 
1848. 


The Ear] of Ellenborough proceeded to say:—* He (tho Jew) did not labour: 


he only bought and sold, at a small profit, the labour of others.”’ 


No, no; the poor Jew does not labour. The sun is about to vise. Bending 
over a wretched couch, with his bag hanging from his shoulder, he presses a kiss 
on the pale countenance of a female form yet asleep. She keeps a child folded 
in her arms—their child. The boy is ailing. Father and mother have watched 
over him nearly all night. A strange feeling oppresses his heart, whilst, as if lost 
in thought, his eye remains for a moment fixed on the suffering features of the 
dear child, But the child may want food for the morrow: he departs. A 
burning day. The Jew, trodding along at a quicker pace than usual, feels faint. 
The village to which he has been called for the purchase of some old cloths is yet 
distant. Nowhere water. A cottage on the right. He casts a glance at it, and 
marches on. He casts another glance: the thought of HomE overpowers his fears: 
he enters. “ One drop of water, good sir, to quench my thirst: Tam faint: but 
one draught of water!” His voice falters—a whistle—the barking of dogs—a 
rush—a fall. Noon is approaching. Pale, bleeding, exhausted, the Jew enters 
the village. “ Hep! hep!” “ A Jew! a Jew!” “Hep! hep!” Surrounded 
by a crowd of insulting children, he reaches the house of his “patron.” He 
religves his thirst, for he has—old cloths to sell. But a Christian drives a hard 
bargain witha Jew. The Jew is required to give more than he can give, than he 
HAS to give. Who*would believe a Jew? He is not believed. ... At last the 


bargain is concluded. He counts out the last penny he has, and, under curses, is 


turned out of the house. Laden with a heavy burden of old cloth and anguish, 
the Jew retraces his steps. Thesun is about to set, He regains his lodging. He 


| 
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mounts. A shriek—and giving vent to a grief which at his sight becomes over- 
powering, his wife sinks down a his feet; their child wants no food for the mor- 
row! Oh, no; “the Jew does not labour; he only buys and sells, at a small 
profit, the labour of others.” 


The Duke of Argyll observed: The noble lord (Viscount Canning) had 
said, that if Jews were really aliens in character and habits, we ourselves had 
been somewhat to blame for this, and their lordships would surely acknowledge 
the force of that argument. During many hnndred years they had been exposed 
to every sort of dssability. We had prevented them from holding londed pro- 
perty, and from engaging in those other employments which were open to other 
classes of Her Majesty’s subjects.” 


The best proof of the utter blindness of Christians towards the Jews, perhaps, 
is, that they have not only, in their regard, turned a deaf ear to the voice of 
morality and religion, but also to that of self-interest. “ Geld reqiert die Wat” 
(money rules the world) is an old German proverb, and at no time has ite trath 
been more evident than in our days .Yet Christian laws and Christian pre- 
judices have been the cause of the control of this “ ruling power” now centering— 
if not altogether, at least toa very great extent—in the Jewish nation, by forcing 
them to direct all their vast resources of talent and energy upon this one ingle 
branch of the human household, The Jews are the bankers of the world, and as 
such their influence is incalculable. 

If we Christians would not wish theni for ever to retain this influence, we must 
open their genius to the whole field of human enterprise, induce them to enter 
upon, and encourage them to pursue, every road, high and bye, leading from their 
central and isolated position into the wide and central position of Christian life. 
[In Germany thrre is already no branch of science, art, or industry, which has not 
a distinguished representative among the professors of Judaism; and both Christ- 
ians and Jews find that they are gainers by a social change, which tends so 
greatly to increase the charms of life, and to hasten the triumph of true religion. 


The Earl of Ellenborough said:—** They could not intermarry with the people 
of this country; and, except among the higher classes, they mixed but little 
socially with the members of other religious persuasions.” 


The Mosaic law forbids only marriages between Jews and the women of Canaan, 
not with any other outlandish women. On the contrary, the latter were ex- 
pressly permitted ; and when Miriam and Aaron “ spake against Moses because 
of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married, for he had married an Ethiopian 
woman, ... the anger of the Lord was kindled against them” (Numbers xii. 1, 9, 
and various other passages). True, after the exile, it was strictly prohibited to 
marry any foreign woman; but this law can hardly be considered binding. 
Jewesses have always been free in their choice. The social exclusiveness of the 
Jews generally has in a great measure been forced upon them by Christian pre- 
judice, and it will disappear, no doubt, in the same proportion as the latter, it is 
to be hoped, will disappear. This, however, is impossible as long as in one single 
point the Jews, as such, remain under the stigma of civil disabilities, however 
unjustly imposed on the part of Chnstian governments, however undeserved on 
theirs; and, were it but for this reason, we would say, let the emancipation of 
the Jews of this country be completed. 


New Yorx.—We are pleased to announce that a portion of the 
young Israelites of New York lately organised a society, under 
the name of ‘‘ Young Men’s Hebrew Benevolent Association,” 
for the purpose of aiding the indigent Israelites of the city with 
fuel and stoves during the winter season. When our corre- 
spondent wrote, there were already one hundred and eight mem- 
bers enrolled, at two dollars per annum, though it had been but a 
few days since the institution of the society was agreed upon. 
To judge from the results attending the Fuel Society in our own 
city, we should think that no charity more deserving of public 


patronage could be established in the large towns, where employ- 


ment often fails the poor in winter, at the very season when fuel 
is so indispensable, and often enhanced in value. We therefore 
heartily wish the new society ample success. 


Burrato, N. Y.—The Israelites residing at the chief town of 
western New York, we are truly gratified to learn, now number 
thirty families. They organised themselves into a congregation, 
under the name of Beth El, on the 13th of June last. We ob- 
tained the official account of the organisation of this new Jewish 
community only within a few days past, or else we should have 
laid it earlier before our readers, who will perceive that the form- 
ation of new associations for worship and charity is almost a 
monthly phenomenon at present in America; ard we hope that 
we may have the pleasing task of chronicling such matters 
frequently, to serve as a basis for a future history of American 
Jews. 


Monrreat.—The Israelites of Montreal lately organised a 
Sunday-school under the superintendence of the Rev. A. De Sola. 
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The school already comprises twenty-one children (our readers 
are perhaps aware that our number is very limited in the 
capital of British North America), who will thus receive weekly, 
at least, instruction in the principles of their faith. The female 
teachers for the present are Miss Rebecca Joseph, Miss Phoebe 
David, and Miss Sarah Solomons; but other young ladies are 
ready to give their services as soon as they are needed. 


-A.Bany, N. Y.—The congregation Beth El, of Albany, held 
a meeting a few days ago, at which they passed resolutions 
heartily approving of the proposed assembly. Our space this 
month absolutely precludes us from doing more than merely 
announcing the fact. All we ask of other congregations is to do 
so likewise, and to act speedily, —Occident. 


KossuTH 1N THE SyNaGocue.—Some time ago, Kossuth 
presented himself in the Synagogue of Grosswarden, to thank the 
Jews for their devotion to the national cause. He asked pardon 
of the people of Israel for the persecutions of the past times, and 
concluded his address by a solemn promise that, in future, the 
Jews should enjoy the same rights as the other inhabitants of 


Hungary. 


M. Meyerserr, the illustrious author of the Prophete, has just 
been appointed Commander of the Legion of Honour. 


M.S. Cauen, the respected editor of the Archives Israclites, 
has been appointed by the President of the French Republic a 
Knight of the Legion of Honour. 


Tue Emperor or Russta AND THE JEws.—A Russo-Polish 
Jew, who has recently arrived in England, informs us that the 
Emperor of Russia has recently ordered prayers to be read in the 
synagogues for a successful issue of the Russian campaign in 
Hungary. According to Jewish custom, the psalms are chaunted 
on such oceasions. “ Indeed,” said our informant, ‘‘ we did read 
psalms, and wept and cried, and, from the inmost recesses of our 
hearts, invoked salvation from heaven, not however for the defeat 
of the Hungarians, because we deeply sympathise with those 
brave men, but for our own redemption from Russian slavery 
and tyranny.’ This Russian Jew is one of the hundreds who 
now emigrate with their wives and families to England and other 
parts, for the purpose of proceeding to the United States of 
Awerica, their present condition under the Russian Government 
being insupportable. 


SHockinG We have much pleasure in 
acknowledging the receipt of the following donations, in reply 
to our appeal in last week’s number in’ behalf of the poor people 
rendered destitute by the falling down of two houses in Goulstone 
Square, on Sunday, the 15th instant. We earnestly solicit the 


assistance of the benevolent in this most urgent and distressing 
case. 


Messrs. Faudel & Phillips £5 0 Oj;I.L. M. 


Mr. Barnett Myers, Crutched Miss Rebeceal:aacs - - - 0 5 OU 

Mr. S. L. De Symons oe ee Hyam Cohen, Sandys-st. 0 5 O 

B.J. - - = - + = 011 O}Mr.S. L. Finzi, City-road - 0 5 0 
Mr. Daniel Samuel, Middle- Per Mr. Ezra Jacobs— 

sex-street, Aldgate - - 2 2 O|M.H., Brighton - - - - 010 0 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
Dr. Mensor, Dublin, M. Ackerman, M. Alexandre, and continuation of Mr. 
Dukes’ Letter, in our next. | 


WANT PLACES, 
YOUNG LAD of the Jewish Persuasion, aged 17, of most unexception- 
able character, wishes for a Situation either in a Warehouse or Count- 


ing-house, and in which he could make himself generally useful. Address, 
H. R.,6, Great Alie Street, Goodman’s Fields. | 


RESPECTABLE JEWISH YOUTH, 16 years of age, is desirous of 

obtaining a Situation in a House of Business to make himself generally 
useful. Reference of the highest respectability can be given. No objection 
to the country. Address, L., Jewish Chronicle Office, 24, Houndsditch. 


pts —\j—Jews’ Hospital, Mile End. 


For the Support of the Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth 


ANTED, a well educated person (not necessarily a Jew), as SUPER- 
\ INTENDENT to the above Institution. He will be required to reside 
in the house, and must be fully competent to instruct the inmate®. Testi- 
monials of high character will be required. A Liberal Salary will be given, 
of which the precise amount will depend on the attainments of the Candidates 
selected. 
Letters, stating qualifications, etc., to be addressed to the Secretary, No, 5. 
Houndsditch, on or before the Ist August ensuing, from whom further 
particulars may be obtained. 


By order, S. SOLOMON, Secretary, 


Jews’ and General Literary and Scientific 


SUSSEX HALL, LEADENHALL STREET. 
OTICE is hereby given, that the Election for a Vice-President of the 
Institution, and the Half-Yearly Election for Twelve Committee-men, 
will take place in the Committee-Room, on Thursday, July 3ist, 1849, 
The Ballot will open at Seven, and close at Half-past Nine o'clock in the 


Evening. 
MORRIS 8S. OPPENTIEIM, 
Secretary. 


By Order, 
July 25, 1849. 


Will be published, on the Ist of August, a Portrait of the 
Rev, J.BAPH ALE, M.A., Phill. Doct. 


Lithographed (by perinission) from a painting by W. H. Vernon, Esq., in the 
possession of the Rev. Doctor, by Mosely Levi, Engraver and Printer, 36, Bell 
Barn Road, Birmingham, to whom all communications must be addressed. 


India Proof Impressions os. each. 
Proof Impressions 2s. 6d. 


Orders received by Mr.S. Samuel, Stationer, 8, Mount Pleasant, Liver- 
pool; and at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 24, Houndsditch, London. 


HEW CHEWY TEA WARE HO USE, 
HENGE DY EN, 
4,8t. Mary Axe, Bishopsgate Street, 
Begs most respectfully to inform his Friends and the Public generally, that 
he has lately opened the above premises in the Grocery TRADE. 

In soliciting their patronage, H. M. assures them it shall be his constant 
endeavour to merit their entire confidence and a share of their commands, 
by personal attendance, and the superiority of the articles supplied. 
Families will find a Large and Choice Selection of Teas, Coffees, Pickles, Xe. 


Good Strong Congou, 4s. per ib. | Rest Ceylon Coffee, is. 
Finest Imported, 62. 8d. 5s. Fine Famaica ditto, Is. 4d. 
Gjenuine Eiivson, -ts.,4s.8d., 38.| Superior Mocha ditto, Is. sd. 


Silvery Pearl Gunpowder, 5s., 5s.6da.,6s. Moist Sugar,4d., 4). 
Sparkling Loaf Sugar, id. 
Finest ditto bid. 
Superior Sweet Oil, 7d.and Sd. per Pint: Very Best, 10d. 


Henry Moses, Wholesale and Retail Dealer in Teas, Coffees, Sugars, 
Fruits, §c., 4, St. Mary Axe. 
Parcels delivered Daily to all parts of Town and Country, within 50 miles, 
Carriage Free. 
Country Orders punctually attended to. 


a5 LYON, : 
(Purveyor, by appointment, to H. R. H. the Duke of Cambridge) 


Oiland Lialian Warehouseman, Dealer in 
Cheese, &ec., 

Respectfully informs his Friends and the Public that, for the greater con- 
venience of his West-end connection, he has opened a Shop in the ahove 
line at 55, MARGARET STREET, CAVENDISH Square, in addition to his OLD 
EsTABLISHED WAREHOUSE, at 26, Dukz’s STREET, ALDGATE, where he has 
so successfully carried on business for upwards of Twenty-two years, and begs 
to return his sincere thanks to those Friends who have honoured him with 
their patronage. 

I. L. flatters himself that he shall not only please those Friends who may 
honour him with their patronage, but his articles and prices will be found 


to be such as will ensure their recommendation, which at all times shall 
receive his prompt attention. 


July, 1849. 


Maberdashery and Toy Business. 
\ ANTED, a Young Man acquainted with the Haberdashery, Toy, and 
General Fancy Business. Unexceptionable References required. Apply 

at the Jewish Chronicle Office, 24, Houndsditch. 


Printed for the Proprietor, Joseph Mitchell, at the Printing Office, Cireus Place, London 
W all, by John Wertheimer, of No. 1, Circus Place, London Wall, and published by 
Edward Ward, 54, Paternoster-row, and may be had, at the Jewish Chronicle Offices, 
24 & 132, Houndsditch, in the City of London. Friday, July 27, 1849. 
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